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Au Revoir Founding 
Fathers 
It is with some sadness that we conclude the year for III.Vs Review. Just as the Indian Summer 
we were enjoying came to an end so too did the lives of two distinguished contributors to the 
world of Ill-Vs. In October we lost Jim Turner and Seymour Cray. Both went too soon and 
the industry will be much the poorer without these popular characters. However, this 
editorial must also update on plans for the magazine for our l Oth Anniversary next 
year so we bring some more cheery news too. 
I have to thank J im Turner  for his unwitt ing 
contribution to the foundation of I I I-Vs Review.  If 
he had not pushed me out of our cosy department at 
Plessey Caswell all those years ago I might still have been 
there and the magazine would never have come along. 
Jim was like a father to many of us and while we 
respected his prowess in the technical field we never felt 
daunted by him. 
It didn't really seem to change him when he collected 
his MBE from HM the Queen for his contribution to the 
development of the GaAs MESFET. He seemed to feel 
abashed by this recognition, awkward even, but he went 
along and accepted it on behalf of the team. More 
recently, we saw a similar modesty when he was awarded 
the Welker medal at the GaAs and Related Compounds 
meeting. With these awards the wider world was made 
more aware of this man's impressive contribution to the 
development and establishment of GaAs device technol- 
ogy in the UK and worldwide. So too, he was an 
inspirational driving force in many other respects through 
his work on the ESPRIT projects and on many a 
conference committee - -  in particular I will miss those 
impromptu meetings we all enjoyed at the annual GaAs IC 
Symposium. He was an exceptional man and I am sure 
that I am not alone in expressing my gratitude for his 
guidance and friendship. It is such a pity that he could not 
have been with us for just a bit longer. 
End of  the  GaAs  dream 
Seymour Cray will be assured a place in the pantheon of 
the great because his name will always crop up when 
supercomputers are mentioned. In many minds he was 
"Mr Supercomputer". For the small community of GaAs 
his name will forever be linked to the Cray series of 
computers which was to have established igital GaAs 
ICs. Sadly that dream seems now to never be fulfilled. 
His first supercomputer, the Cray-1, was a success but 
Seymour Cray wanted more performance so he looked to 
GaAs. However, the immaturity of GaAs processes and 
technology at the time - maybe even now - was such that 
it would be unrealisable. The Cray 2 which came in 1985 
was faster but also silicon; soon after he spun off Cray 
Computer Carp and he and Cray Research went their 
separate ways. The Cray 3 was delayed and total 
development costs were becoming untenable. However, 
it was neither of these factors which spelt the unfulfdl- 
ment of Seymour's ambitions. Not only were other 
supercomputer technologies arriving but also the end of 
the Cold War and loss of defence prospects. His dream 
came to a stop in March 1995 when Cray Computer filed 
for Chapter 11 before the Cray 4 was launched. 
Lucky  seven  
But now back to the mundane matters of future 
developments at I I I-Vs Review.  We hope you find much 
to read and stimulate in the concluding issue for Volume 
9. The New Year will bring even more articles of interest 
we hope; not a few changes are in prospect in what will 
be our Tenth Anniversary year. I I I -Vs Rev iew will 
continue to expand its coverage into the materials realms 
with more coverage coupled to an increased frequency: 
up by two issues to eight per annum. This will enhance 
our meeting distribution and refine our focus for each 
issue still further. Practically it will mean going monthly 
for a good part of the year so this brings with it the ability 
to publish breaking news more promptly. We hope that 
you will find this development satisfying, we fully expect 
that you will since it is in part due to feedback from 
readers worldwide. 
The Compound Semiconductor  Indust ry  D i rectory  
which we launched this year will become in effect out 
8th issue but this remains an associative product. Never- 
theless, it is a major amount of additional work and next 
year will be even bigger and better so look out for news of 
that soon. 
Roy Szweda 
Pa0e2 r lV°0N°0 
